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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/202,681 



Applica^^.) 



Mathur et al. 



Examiner 



Einar Stole 



Group Art Unit 
1652 



Responsive to communication(s) filed on _ . 

This action is FINAL. 

Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
m accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1 935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



month(s), or thirty days, whichever 



is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

X Claim(s) 1-12 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim (s) 
X Ciatm(s) 7-7 7 



X Claim(s) 72 
Claim(s) _ 
Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

X See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

is Lapproved 



The drawing(s) filed on 



disapproved. 



The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

~ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19{aMd). 

_ All . Some* ; _ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
received. 

received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
"Certified copies not received; 



X Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

X Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper Note). 

Interview Summary, PTO-413 
X Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 

] . Claims 1 - 1 2 are presented for examination. 



Sequence Rules 

2. This application contains sequence disclosures that are encompassed by the definitions for 
nucleotide and/or amino acid sequences set forth in 37 CFR 1 .821(a)(1) and (a)(2). However, the 
nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosure contained in this application does not comply with 
the requirements for such a disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.821 - 1.825, because a computer 
readable form of the "Sequence Listing" has not been filed with this application. An initial computer 
readable form must be submitted as required by 37 C.F.R. 1 .825(d) and a statement that the content 
of the paper and computer readable copies are the same and, where applicable, include no new matter, 
as required by 37 C.F.R. 1.821(e) or 1.821(f) or 1.821(g) or 1.825(b) or 1.825(d). 

The applicant is encouraged to call (703) 308-4216 regarding any inquiry concerning rules 
interpretation, (703) 308-4212 for CRF submission help, and (703) 308-6856 for Patentln software 
help. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because of the defects noted on the enclosed Form PTO-948. 
Correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as h.s invention. 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 11 2, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
Claim 12 recites "administering an effective amount of an enzyme". This phrase implies in vivo 
admimstration to a subject/patient/animal, but, since the preamble refers only to a method of 
hydrolyzing phosphate bonds and the remainder of the claim is silent as to what the enzyme is 
administered, this phrase renders the instant claim indefinite. 



Conclusion 

6. Claims 1-11 are allowable over the prior art of record. A diligent search of electronic patent 
and scientific literature data bases revealed no prior art that either teaches or suggests: 1) 
polynucleotides that encode enzymes described by SEQ ID NO: 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, or 36; 
2) polynucleotides described by SEQ ID NO: 19-27, 37-41, 43, 45, 47, 49, 51, or 53; 3) vectors and 
transformed host cells composing these polynucleotides; 4) the polynucleotides of ATCC Deposit 
No. 97379; 5) polypeptides described by SEQ ID NO: 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, or 36; 6) 
polypeptides that are 70% identical to the polypeptides described by SEQ ID NO: 1 9-27, 37-41,43, 
45, 47, 49, 51. or 53, and 7) methods of producing these enzymes. Thus, the polynucleotides, 
v ectors, host cells, methods and polypeptides of the instant claims are free of the prior art. 
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7. The following publication, which is made of record but not relied upon, is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

(A) US PATENT 5,629,177 Hyman 

8. The Group and Art Unit location of your application in the PTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Group Art Unit 1652. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner 
should be directed to Einar Stole, Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) -305-4507. The Examiner 
can normally be reached Tuesday through Friday 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Ponnathatpura 
Achutamurthy, can be reached on (703)-308-3804. The FAX phone number for Technology Center 
1600 is (703)-305-7401. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Technology Center 1600 receptionist whose telephone number is (703)-308-0196. 

June 14, 2000 




